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services In the health care plans they write. turther, almost all individuals will be torced to buy that
coverage as part of their policies whether they want it or object to it on moral grounds. There is a very
small level of exemption for churches themselves and immediate employees if the purpose is to “inculcate
religious doctrine” and if they serve mainly people of their own faith. Such a limitation leaves out all of
our Catholic Hospitals, our universities and our social services like Catholic Charities. One can understand
our dismay as this strikes a blow at our Catholic identity and to our educational and service institutions.

The HHS Policy mandate belittles the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States by
denying to Catholics our Nation’s first and most fundamental freedom, that of religious liberty. Unless the
mandate is overturned, Catholic employers must be prepared either to violate our consciences or to drop
health coverage for our employees (and suffer the penalties for doing so).

We cannot and will not comply with this unjust mandate. Even now we are being accompanied by
brothers and sisters of all faiths and others of good will in our crucial effort to regain our right to practice
our faith in this matter. Our ancestors in the faith prized religious liberty; they came here to build up
America. We cannot allow ourselves to do anything less. Our forebears in the Faith in Texas, not always
as large in numbers as now, never shirked from their commitment to fight for their religious freedom. Let
us do the same.

What do I ask? We must first pray and fast and beg the Lord for wisdom and for a sense of justice.
We then must act. I recommend that you visit the website of the Bishops” Conference of the United States
to learn more about this issue. I also ask you to write the HHS and to contact members of Congress to
support legislation that would reverse the mandate of HHS. Please see our diocesan website for the address
of our congressional representatives. This is a matter in which we must not relax after initial efforts. We
must keep the issue alive and keep building our commitment. I will also do my part in this and try to keep
you informed about further efforts. Iknow that this mandate can be reversed if we are clear and persistent,
civil but perseverant. God bless you all!

Fraternally yours in Christ,
Deacel Cordiuel, @,W

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston
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