
 Pentecost Sunday 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 Some months ago someone approached me with the suggestion that for 
Pentecost everyone could come to Mass wearing red.  To be honest I wasn’t 
overwhelmed by the idea but perhaps next year we can do something along those lines.  
The idea, and it is not a unique one as this is done in many places, is to draw attention 
or give witness to the presence of the Holy Spirit.  Actually though, there is a 
sacramental sign that does exactly that; the Sacred Chrism that is used in Baptism, 
Confirmation, the ordination of priests and bishops, and the solemn dedication of 
churches and altars.  Sacred Chrism, which is blessed by the bishop traditionally on 
Holy Thursday (but often transferred to another day prior to the Triduum), is a mixture 
of olive oil and balsam (a sweet smelling perfume). In the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Holy Orders of the Presbyterate and Episcopate, there is change in 
the person’s soul, an indelible mark.  By the power of the Holy Spirit we are changed 
with God’s grace.  The anointing with Sacred Chrism is an outward sign that we are 
no longer the same.  This is why churches and altars are also anointed.  The change 
that takes place and that is signified in the use of Chrism is that of strength and 
sweetness.  We are empowered by God and we are to be pleasing to God.  We, by our 
love and because of God’s love for us, are called to be as a beautiful fragrance to Him 
and to the world. 

 While the fragrance of the chrism wears off and diminishes, the mark on our 
souls does not.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to make our world, our families 
our lives, better by our love.  But how? More than just wearing a red tie or blouse, we 
give witness to the Holy Spirit by acts of kindness and civility (our language and 
attitudes).  We give witness by acts of courage; by standing up for the weak and for the 
truth of the gospel.  We give witness to the Spirit by our acts of piety—sincere and 
authentic reverence for God in prayer and in public worship.  We give witness to the 
Spirit by our acts of wisdom—seeing the good, pointing out the good and being the 
good wherever we find ourselves.  The world is filled with tragedy and the temptation 
to only see the negative.  What a difference we can be. 

  Lord make me an instrument of your peace 
  Where there is hatred, let me sow love 
  Where there is injury, pardon 
  Where there is doubt, faith 
  Where there is despair, hope 
  Where there is darkness, light 
  Where there is sadness, joy 
 

  Divine  Master 
  Grant that I may not so much seek  
  to be consoled as to console 
   to be understood as to understand 
  To be loved as to love; 
  For it is in giving that we receive, 
  It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
  And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life 
     (St. Francis of Assisi) 
 

Come, Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
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Mass Intentions  
for the Week 

We pray for the living and the dead 
 
 

Monday, May 24  
 9:00 a.m.  †Mary Jo Walker 
 
Tuesday, May 25  
 9:00 a.m. †Brian McMullan 
 7:00 p.m. Arinze, Ijeoma &  
 Kobichimdi Ezebuilo 
 

Wednesday, May 26  
 9:00 a.m. †Oliva Puebla 
 7:00 p.m. †Mere Woolfle 
 

Thursday, May 27  
 9:00 a.m. †Betty Mulvihill 
 7:00 p.m. †Karen Nathan 
 

Friday, May 28  
 9:00 a.m. †Elena Garcia 
 

Saturday, May 29  
 5:30 p.m. Carol & Roger Sahni 
 

Sunday, May 30  
 8:00 a.m. †Teresa G. Morales 
 9:30 a.m.  Missa Pro Populo 
   11:00 a.m. †Bulletin Sponsors 
 1:30 p.m. †Alberto Novoa 
 5:30 p.m. †Ruby Rodrigues            
 7:00 p.m  †Lebia Seng Shang 
 

Other Remembrances: 
 Carol & Roger Sahni 
 Stacy Bockholt 
 †Marilyn Riegler 
 †H. Edward Reeber 
 Sharon Sipes 
 Julian Semour 

This Weeks  
Readings 

 
May 24, 2010 
Monday of the 8th Week of Ord. Time 

1 Pt 1:3-9 
Mk 10: 17-27 
 

May 25, 2010 
Tuesday of the 8th Week of Ord. Time 

1 Pt. 1:10-16 
Mk 10: 28-31 
 

May 26, 2010 
Wednesday of the 8th Week of Ord. Time 

1 Pt 1: 18-25 
Mk 10:  23-35 
 
May 27, 2010 
Thursday of the 8th Week of Ord. Time 

1 Pt 2: 2-5, 9-12 
Mk 10: 46-52  
 
May 28, 2010 
Friday of the 8th Week of Ord. Time 

1 Pt 4: 7-13 
Mk 11: 11-26 
 

May 29, 2010 
Saturday of the 8th Week of Ord. Time 
Jude 17, 20b-25 
Mk 11: 27-33 
 

May 30, 2010 
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
Prv 8: 22-31 
Rom 5: 1-5,  
Jn 16: 12-15  

We welcome our newest parishioners to our  
St. John Vianney family.  We’re glad you’re here. 

 
Zachary & Gabrielle Browne, Jose & Maria Chapa, Reuel & Lorna 

Lataguin, Beatriz Acosta, Johathan & Blanca Shakib,  
Robert & Monica Stallard, Bob & Beth Johnson,  
Paul J. & Edna Berres, Eduardo & Heidi Escobar,  

David & Lizeth Walters. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday Vigil 
5:30 p.m. 
Sunday  

8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,  
11:00 a.m.,  
5:30 p.m. 

Spanish: 1:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m. 
 

Weekdays 
 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday & Thursday 
7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

 
____________________________________________ 

 
NOVENA & ROSARY 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 

 

Novena of the Sacred Heart  
1st Fridays following  

9:00 a.m. Mass 
 

Rosary after 9:00 a.m.  
daily Mass  

 
____________________________________________ 

 
CONFESSIONS 

Saturday 
10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 
1:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

 
____________________________________________ 

 
BAPTISMS 

Classes offered monthly. 
Please contact the Parish Office 

 
MARRIAGE 

Please contact the Parish Office 
at least eight months prior to de-

sired date 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ 
COMMUNION TO THE SICK 

AND HOMEBOUND 
Please contact the Parish Office 

 
____________________________________________ 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 
Monday – Friday 

8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
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Stewardship 
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Thank you for your faithful support 
 

One miracle of Pentecost was that, despite their 
diversity, each listener heard God’s word in his or 
her own language. The meaning for stewardship is 
that, by sharing the gifts poured out on us by the 
Holy Spirit, we will be empowered to meet the needs 
of our brothers and sisters, whatever they may be.  

Social Ministry 
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Catholic School 

Please Hold Your Donations  
for Joseph’s Coat 

Thank you for all your donations, because of your 
generosity we are completely full and are not taking 
any more donations until June. Watch for the Grand 
Opening Date and come see the newly remodeled 
Shop! Thank you for your patience. 
 

Can You Help Bring Meals to Seniors? 
Meals on Wheels really needs additional volunteers 
to help deliver meals to its customers. In the summer 
many of our volunteers go on vacation, leaving gaps 
in the delivery schedule. It is a 2 hour commitment 
once a month, and some volunteers bring their out of 
school children along to help deliver. If you are 
interested please call Ann McKown at 281-497-4434.  
 

Food Drive Next Weekend 
Please don’t forget that next weekend will be our 
monthly Food Drive.  We will be moving into the 
remodeled Food Pantry in the next week or so and 
look forward to once again serving families from a 
beautiful and efficiently planned working space. 
 

Prison Ministry 
Prison ministry is far easier than you might think. You 
don’t need special training. You don’t need any 
experience. You simply need to show up. There is a 
desperate need in the Sugar Land area for Christian 
men, and especially Catholic men, to reach out to the 
lost sons of our Lord. Please consider prison 
ministry. One night a week.  For more information, 
call or email: Mickey Rotolo, 281-679-0481. 
michaelroltolo@sbcglobal.net  

FFLOWERS FOR OUR LOWERS FOR OUR 
LORD LORD   

    

To purchase flowers for our Lord, 
please contact Barbara Hassig,  

in the Parish Office 
  

email: bhassig@stjohnvianney.org 
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Just so you know 
 

One of the things that most priests hate to speak about and most of us dislike hearing about is …wait for it, 
you know it is coming….Yes, that’s right… it … is …money!  For many different reasons, most priests and 
ministers tend to shy away from talking dollars and cents.  Somehow there is a sincere feeling that talking 
about money “cheapens” the message or the integrity of the gospel.  Funny thing though, Jesus spoke about 
money more than he spoke about sex!  In fact, the gospels actually record Jesus speaking more about money 
and possessions than he does prayer!  Jesus apparently didn’t have any trouble talking about money. 
 
Here at St. John Vianney, we have always been very blessed with generous parishioners.  We have great 
facilities and dedicated employees and terrific programs.  More importantly, we know that all of our 
blessings come from God.  But we also know that faithful stewardship is a challenge and a responsibility. 
Yet even with this knowledge we can sometimes make erroneous assumptions concerning parish finances 
and our responsibilities. 
 
Myth:  The Catholic Church is fabulously wealthy. 
 

Fact: Yes, over the centuries the church has been gifted with many priceless pieces of art and buildings 
which are rightly considered part of the church’s patrimony.   But when it comes to cold hard cash that is 
another story. As a means of putting things into perspective, the City of Houston had a budget of $1.93 
Billion in 2009, Rice University had an annual budget of $410 million and the Vatican had a budget of $252 
million. 
 
Myth: All of the money given on Sundays goes to one big pool for the Pope (cardinal or bishop). 
 

Fact: First, there is no central bank for all of the church’s funds.  The Vatican doesn’t have control of our 
parish bank account, nor does the archdiocese.  Every parish and school and Catholic organization is 
basically on their own.  Of course, we help each other out, we give as individuals and we give as a parish to 
the local diocese and to the Holy See (the Vatican), but the total amounts are truly very modest.  We have a 
collection every year for the Holy Father’s charities on the Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul (June 29) called Peter’s 
Pence.  Last year we collected about $7,000 for the Holy Father at St. John Vianney.  We also are assessed a 
cathedraticum tax which is our share of support for the archdiocese.  In 2009, we paid $331,000. 
Parishioners also paid directly to archdiocese another $316,000 in DSF which supports the many pastoral 
programs of the archdiocese.  Additionally, we have special collections throughout the year for national and 
international appeals.  That means most of the funds collected at St. John Vianney stay and support the work 
of our parish. 
 
Myth: St. John Vianney is extremely wealthy and does not need my support. 
 

Fact: If only that were true.  Here at St. John Vianney we have a budget of $3.6 million.  For an individual 
person that may be a lot of money, but not for a church our size (16,000 people).  Again a little perspective, 
our friends at First Baptist Church of Houston had an operating budget of $16 million and believe it or not, 
they are comparable in enrollment to SJV.  Many of our local elementary schools have larger budgets than 
St. John Vianney. 
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Myth: There are a lot of “heavy hitters” or huge donors here at St. John Vianney who support the parish.   
 

Fact:  While we do have generous parishioners, it may not be what you think.  Here are some figures from 2009: 

Total $ given for the year  # of households  Average $ per week 

$0      3143     0 
$1 – 51     481    Less than $1 
$52-119     259    $1-2 
$120 – 259     481    $2-4 
$260 – 519      444    $5-9 
$520-1299     666    $10-24 
$1300-2599     370    $25-49 
$2600-5199     240    $50-99  
$5200+     93    $100+ 

 

Myth: Most people give cash and those gifts can’t be tracked. 
 

Fact: Less than 10% of our income comes by way of anonymous cash donations that cannot be traced to the donor.  
 

Myth: SJV really doesn’t need money as they have a huge staff and run so many programs. 
 

Fact: Our employees generally make lower wages than their counterparts in other churches and businesses.  Like many 
businesses, we have restructured our workforce and reduced the number of employees by 30% in the last few years to 
reduce costs and increase efficiency.  Compared to other churches and business our staff is lean.  To continue to 
improve our programs we must look at increasing our salaries to attract qualified people.  With fewer priests there is a 
greater need to hire more qualified laity. 
 

Myth: The priests control all the money and can spend it on anything they want. 
 

Fact: Now that really is a funny one.  Priests in the poorest parishes of the archdiocese and priests in the most affluent 
are paid the same amount.  Pastors’ salaries are $15,600 per year and assistant pastors’ are $12,000.  The priests also 
receive room and board, a car allowance, health insurance and a pension contribution. 
 

Our budget at SJV is coordinated by the staff directors, the parish finance office, business manager and the finance 
council, comprised of parishioners. The archdiocese also requires periodic audits of the parish budgets as well. The 
pastor certainly has a great deal of influence in how the money is spent, but it is not his money to spend on himself or 
totally how he pleases.  So you don’t have to worry about him deciding that the parish needs to build a new rectory in 
the Caribbean! 
 

Here at St. John Vianney we only pay salaries for Frs. Troy and Gregorio.  Fr. Dan is retired and receives his pension 
from the archdiocese.  He also receives a stipend for being a part time chaplain at Christus St. Catherine Hospital in 
Katy.  Fr. Chuck is a full time faculty member of the University of St. Thomas Graduate School of Theology at St. 
Mary’s Seminary and receives his salary from the university.  They generously and freely give of themselves in serving 
our parish.  
 

Myth: The only group that really supports the parish is ___________(fill in the blank). 
 

Fact: There is no one group that supports the parish.  Some of the most generous parishioners are seniors and some are 
young.    Some who give are long time parishioners some are brand new parishioners.  Some who never give anything 
are long time parishioners and some are brand new.  Some people give a lot because they have a lot, others give 
disproportionately to what they have, be it a lot or a little and still others never give regardless of how much or how 
little they have.   
 

Myth: Well, if there is a real need in the parish people will give. 
 

Fact: Our Christian vocation is not based on giving to meet financial needs, rather our stewardship is based on our need 
to give.  
 

Myth: Who on earth knows where the money goes?  It is all kept secret. 
 

Fact: Our Annual Financial Report is on our parish webpage on the internet (www.stjohnvianney.org) and copies are 
available to anyone who asks. 
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MANY ARE CALLED…  
WILL YOU RESPOND? 

 

Training for Extraordinary Minister 
 of Holy Communion 

Saturday, June 12 
9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
In the Church 

 

Contact Yvonne Gill to add your name to the 
training roster: 

ygill@stjohnvianney.org 

Join us for  
Coffee & Donuts  
Sunday, June 6 

after all the  
Morning Masses 

Music 
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Parish Life 
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Adult Formation 
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Youth Formation 

AYC 2010 
“Highway to Heaven” 

 

AYC CHALLENGE! 
This year’s challenge:  If 30 youth from 
SJV sign up for and attend AYC, then 

those 30 youth will be  
allowed to cut/dye/style Daniel’s hair 
however they wish for the weekend. 

Are we up to the challenge?  
 

July 30-Aug. 1, 2010 
Hilton Americas Hotel 

 

Contact Daniel Marcantel for  
registration info. 
281-497-6665 or  

dmarcantel@stjohnvianney.org 

Found! 
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Word Up and God’s Image will be back 
this Wednesday, May 26 in the Youth 

Lounge.  Word Up is at 5:30 and God’s 
Image is at 6:30.  All Junior High  

students are welcome. 


