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Mission: to be sent; to reach out to others.

Jesus said, "As the Father has sent me, so I send you." John 20:21

St. John Vianney Catholic Church
Houston Texas



Planning, Formulating and Fulfilling a Parish Mission Trip
Messages to the Team from Dick Horstman, St. John Vianney Liaison
Including Notes Fr. Troy and Cynthia Martinez

The Spring Mission Trip to the People of Eagle Pass was scheduled for March 22-27, 2011. Twenty people participated. Some went
early to evaluate material needed to help two families move back into their homes. Dick Horstman kept the focus on Mission as
bringing the Kingdom of love to those in need. The following excerpts from various communications speak to that focus and what was
accomplished for the poor. The home of the young couple was not completed on this trip. Some of the group returned so they could

move into their new home. The night we left they were so excited they slept on the floor in their new home with their three children.

Dick's outline of tasks after a visit to Eagle Pass

with Fr. Gerry, Sr. Ursula and Bruce Clay

The two main projects for our group are similar;
finishing two small homes.  The first was built by a
Baptist group for a young family that is presently living
in a dilapidated house trailer. The exterior is finished
but nothing has been done to the interior. We will
need to do the electrical wiring, plumbing, insulating,
dry walling, painting, etc. Bruce's group will be roofing
a number of other homes, and we will follow-up
patching and painting ceilings damaged by the leaks.
This will include the house that our group tarped last
March, Juanita Maria's house. (Note the second house
was completed by relatives and replaced with another

3-17-2011

| am so excited. We have a wonderful group, the weather forecast looks
good, we are fairly well funded, there will be plenty of work, and we have
very talented tradesmen (and others like me who are eager to learn).

What we'll being doing is sacred. These are the homes of people, poor
people. It's the place where they live, pray, gather as a family, and gather
as the Church. We are not going as construction workers, we are going
as missioners. We are going to share the Good News. We are going as
brothers and sisters, to be in solidarity with brothers and sisters. We are
going as witnesses - to witness to the Kingdom, but also to witness the
Kingdom. We will know the mission was a success if we go home totally
convinced that we received more than we gave. We go with the
knowledge that God is with us, and that's as good as it gets.

home that the October Mission had begun to restore.) Dick

Dick's report to Father Troy 3-30-2011

We had a safe and successful mission trip to Eagle Pass. We worked on three homes. The first was the new house of a young and
very poor family of five that is presently living in a dilapidated house trailer. Another group had framed, roofed and sided the house.
We wired, plumbed, insulated and dry walled the house; ran electrical, water and sewer lines to the utilities; painted the exterior and
installed doors. The second home had been badly damaged by a fire and belonged to an elderly couple. We finished the wiring and
dry walling, installed a hot water heater, kitchen sink and shower, and painted the interior and exterior. The third was the home of an
elderly lady, where we repaired extensive water damage from a leaky roof. A group from St. Agnes, St. Pius and St. Thomas High
Schools had reroofed the house, and four others, the previous week.

We had several events with the community. Community leaders joined us one evening for dinner and a discussion regarding life on
the border. Fr. Gerry conducted a mission in the Colonia on Friday and Saturday evenings. Fr. Gerry and others made home visits
during the day. We were the guests of the Colonia at a community lunch on Sunday.

We also devoted ourselves to prayer. We celebrated Mass with Fr. Gerry one evening at the mission house and with the Colonia
community on Sunday morning. We had group prayers in the mornings and evenings, and several other times during the day.

Finally, four members of our group helped increase our mission awareness through presentations on their mission activities.

Peace and prayers, Dick

| was so impressed with all of you; | know | walked with saints last week. Is there any doubt that
God called each of us to be there? A recruiting firm could have worked a year and not put that
group together. It seemed that God gave us everyone and everything we needed.

That was the second time | met Padre Pepe. How can someone that great be that humble? And

Message from the Pastor

Thank you and the team
members so very much! You give

all of our parish great pride.
Please know that the work that
you do is not just for a few
people, but for the entire Body of
Christ!!! Your ministry and your
presence enrich us here at SJV
as well as those whom you
directly serve. It is my hope that
we as a parish may extend the
great work that you guys have
done in the future. What a great
sacrifice and Lenten offering you
have made!

May God in his great goodness
bless you always!

Fr. Troy

Mass Wednesday evening; there are times when heaven and earth seem to touch. | had my
doubts about Thursday evening, but God knew better. Eagle Pass is so lucky to have those
four gentlemen. | am looking forward to working with Juan on future missions and Fr. Jim
certainly gave us things to think about. | am so grateful to Mike H., Bob K., Sister Ursula and
Ann for sharing their passion for serving others. And Cynthia is such a blessing; the world could
use more Cynthias.

| think about how warmly we were welcomed into the community at every turn; from the great
hospitality of Sister Ursula and Sister Germaine to the people at Lowe's. Did you notice the
pride and love with which the ladies of the community brought their dishes and served us on
Sunday? And how much love went into the meals at the Mission House?

| hope Aurora and Juan Francisco are moving back into their home. | am so impressed with the
dignity they have maintained despite all they lost. You could sense that Juan Francisco was
happy just to sit in the house he built. | keep calling her Maria (Juanita Maria) the lady whose
roof was replaced by the high school students and whose ceilings we repaired. | hope she is
praying for us; she is obviously very close to God. And Perla and Jorge, they have such a long
and difficult road ahead. Jorge needs a good and steady job; they both need our prayers. Dick

Message from Cynthia Martinez of Eagle Pass:

It's great to hear you enjoyed the trip, yet the honor is all mine. Our residents, as well as myself, and the staff from the Nick Carr Center
are tremendously appreciative of all the help that was given to us. It made a huge difference on some of our families in need that could
have never afforded any of the reconstructions, but thanks to your generosity you made this possible. On behalf of them | have to thank
you, | hope you enjoyed and took home a memorable experience. We are hoping to see you back soon. The doors of our facility will
always be open to special persons with such great hearts, you're welcome to come by and visit anytime. | hope to see you back in
October, and regarding the finishing of the houses, well | will try my best to find resources and help to finish them as soon as possible. |
hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely, Cynthia Marinez, Outreach Manager, Nick Carr Center



SJV Mission Trip to Eagle Pass TX
Spring 2011

The Advance Team
(arrived a day early to estimate needed materials for two projects)

Hugh Gillogly, Mike Tarrillion, Nick Carreon, John
York, Paul Berres, Cynthia Matinez, Robert Carreon,
Kay Gillogly, Mike Haynes.

David Peters, Bob Kleeman, Mike Haynes, Pat Peters, Jim Wanja, Ann Turner,
Mike Tarrillion Diana Carreon, Bob Harry, Kay Gillogly, Mike Mansour, Hugh
Gillogly, Tom Novasad, Fr. Gerry Kelly, MM, Paul Berres, John York, Dick
Horstman, Sr. Ursula Herrera, OSB, Jerry Toomey, Robert Carreon, Nick Carreon.

Cynthia from the County Center
escorted the advanced team to the
projects. Then the team went to
Lowe's to purchase materials. That
evening, when the others arrived, the
team discussed the best use of time
and personnel to complete the
projects at the Mission House.

The best layed plans of men and mice....
A lot of valuable work time was delayed when all the materials purchased the previous evening had to be inventoried and then
re-scanned at the register before they could be taken from the store. Experience is sometimes the best teacher.
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Like the early Christian Community who gathered for the Prayers and the Breaking of the Bread the team gathered for morning and
evening prayers and celebrated the Eucharist Wednesday evening..
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Thursday evening there was special Local Pastor Rev. James Loiacono and Police Chief Juan Antonio Castafeda
dinner for the local dignitaries. Youth Coordinator Juan Martinez and Mayor Ramsey English Cantu

After Dinner they gave us their perspective of life in Eagle Pass as a border city with Piedras Negras across the border.

The Cooks: Luis & Sandra Gallegos with daughter The Cooks for Mission Trip logistics:
Itzel Gallegos and friend Armando Morales Dick, Juan and Fr. Gerry.
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the food gets to the kitchen.
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The Team was treated to a Pollo con Mole Fr. Gerry was gifted with a copy of the Paul Berres and Jerry Toomey, a little less
Poblano Dinner after the Eucharist. Guadalupe Icon. agile coming than going, helped Fr. Gerry

get it back to Houston.

A young couple, Jorge and
Perla Casares, and three
children, Natali, Nayeli and
Jorge, Junior lived in the
trailer. A group from a
Houston Baptist Church built
their new Home, roof, walls,
windows, and outside doors.

Upon arrival:
Living Area, Bedroom; Bathroom Kitchen Area
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Bedroom Bathroom Kitchen area

S

John

shows Jorge

-

Perseverance! Bedroom is insulated.
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Installation of the ceiling dry wall
begins in the bedroom.
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Bob nails while Paul holds the gibbet and
John and Mike measure the next piece.

Mike and Bob need to open holes for
the plumbing before installing.

Sometimes the studs move..

The view from outside.

S
Ann floats on the inside.

A break in the action as Mike and Ann
compare favorite colleges.
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And a break for hilarity! Bedroom almost ready for paint.






