Order for Liturgy of the Word

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
Exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.
Cf. 1s 66:10-11
Greeting: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Sisters and Brothers, God invites us to hear his Word. Let us bless him for his goodness.
Blessed be God forever.

Response: Blessed be God forever.

Introduction: We gather to day to celebrate the Lord’s Day. One with our sisters and
brothers and with the entire Church, we will listen to God’s Word and join in prayer.

As we prepare to hear of God’s love in Christ, let us acknowledge that the Lord is the
source of pardon and strength.

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father, Lord, have mercy.
Response: Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division: Christ, have mercy.

Response: Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father, Lord, have mercy.

Response: Lord, have mercy.

Let us pray:

Opening Prayer: O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race to yourself in
a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with prompt devotion and eager faith the Christian
people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

For scriptural readings go to usccb.org or cut and paste:
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/032220.cfm



http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/032220.cfm
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/032220.cfm

First reading
Responsorial Psalm

Second reading

Gospel acclamation: | am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will

have the light of life.
Gospel
Profession of Faith:

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was

buried, and rose again on the third day in

accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

Who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and | look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.




Prayers of the Faithful

Introduction: As the Solemnity of Easter approaches, let our prayer to the Lord
be all the more insistent, that all of us, and the whole multitude of the bap-
tized, together with the entire world, may come to share more abundantly in
this sacred mystery.

Intentions: That God may increase faith and understanding in the elect and
candidates; let us pray to the Lord.

That people in need may find help and that peace and security may be firmly
established everywhere, let us pray to the Lord.

That all who are afflicted or suffering may be strengthened by his grace, let us
pray to the Lord.

That all of us may learn to distribute the fruits of self-denial for the good of
those in need, let us pray to the Lord.

Prayer: Have mercy, O Lord, on the prayer of your Church and turn with com-

passion to the hearts that bow before you, that those you make sharers in the

divine mystery may never be left without your assistance. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Benedictus

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and set them
free. He has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house of his servant
David. Through his holy prophets he promised of old that he would save us
from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us. He promised to show
mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. This was the oath he
swore to our father, Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of
our life. You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High; for you
will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge




of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. In the tender compassion of our
God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell
in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of
peace. Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in
the beginning, is now and will be forever, Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; they kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

In the love of Christ, let us offer one a anther a sign of peace.
Spiritual Communion:

My Jesus, | believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. | love you
above all things and | desire to receive you into my soul. Since | cannot at this
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. |
embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Blessing—making the sign of the cross:

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.

Response: Amen.
Let us go in peace.

Response: Thanks be to God.




