
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, March 25, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the 

Lord.  In the Gospels of Matthew and Luke we learn that the angel Gabriel came 

to Mary and announced that she was to be the mother of Jesus. Greeting her, he 

said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” [Lk 1:28]  Troubled by this greet-

ing, Mary did not know what to make of it. Gabriel assured her of God’s love for 

her and told her, “…Do not be afraid, Mary...you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.” [Lk 1:30-31]  The angel told Mary, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will over-

shadow you…” [Lk 1:35]  To help Mary understand the power of God, the angel 

told Mary that her cousin, Elizabeth, had conceived a son in her old age.  Mary’s 

response to Gabriel’s words were, “…I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to 

me according to your word.” [Lk 1:38]  In the following verses we are told that 

Mary went with haste to see Elizabeth.  It is notable that Mary did not immedi-

ately think of herself and the incredible news she had just heard but rather set out 

to visit her cousin Elizabeth to be with her at the birth of her son, John the      

Baptist. 

The Annunciation heralds the beginning of our salvation. By Mary’s obedient  

fiat, the earth has become heaven. “In Jesus, God has placed, in the midst of    

barren, despairing mankind, a new beginning which is not a product of human  



history but a gift from above.” (Pope Benedict XVI) 

All that our heart cries out for became flesh in Mary’s womb. When we repeat 

the words of the angel Gabriel by praying The Hail Mary, the Word of God ger-

minates in our soul. Christianity has become a never-ending encounter with God 

made present in the maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

It is fitting then that we consider the Solemnity of the Annunciation as one of the 

highlights of the liturgical year because through it, salvation was made possible 

for all of humanity, through all time. Without it Christmas and Easter would not 

have been possible.  

This Solemnity revolves around the assent of will by a teenage girl. Much has 

been written about Mary’s fiat as the pattern for our assent to the will of God, and 

rightly so, for Our Lady’s assent required faith, trust, and humility.  Three other 

aspects of the Annunciation merit reflection, for they can help us live a holy, vir-

tuous life.  First, the Annunciation elevates the commonness of our daily lives. 

Our daily encounters can no longer be viewed as casual. Second, the Annuncia-

tion provides us with a concrete example of how to live a holy life; to put others 

before ourselves.  Finally, the Annunciation gives us reason to trust in God’s            

perfect timing at work in our lives.  

Through Mary’s “yes”- her “fiat” - no longer is God far off and removed from 

our humanity; rather, God has drawn close to us, taking on our very human       

nature so that we might be able to seek and find him.  Adrienne von Speyer ob-

served that “if Mary is taken away, all you are left with is an abstract Redeemer.” 

Mary was not asked to serve God in any extraordinary works or heroic resolu-

tions but to serve him with her entire being; with her entire body.  Likewise our 

seemingly mundane work allows us to make a gift of our lives to our Lord.   



It can be easy to fall into the temptation to think that we can only serve Christ 

through some great heroic act and become frustrated by not having the opportuni-

ty to prove our love of Christ in a dramatic fashion.  Christ, however, more often 

than not, desires that we love and serve him in the ordinariness of daily life, not 

particularly in extraordinary things.  Our call and opportunity to do God’s will is 

found in our daily schedules and to-do lists. What a delightful, liberating, and in-

vigorating, realization it is that we can assent and do God’s will by simply and 

joyfully driving our children to soccer practice, meet with a friend for coffee, 

pick up groceries for neighbors or in-laws or respond to emails! 

God’s timing is perfect and will reveal to us his particular providence for our 

lives, even if we are unable to see fully its meaning in the present moment.  

Mary’s simple, “yes” was more than just a “yes”; it echoed outside of time. Her 

simple “yes” set into motion the greatest demonstration of love. 


