Order for Liturgy of the Word
Easter Vigil
Dear brothers and sisters, on this most sacred night, in which our Lord Jesus
Christ passed over from death to life, the Church calls upon her sons and
daughters, scattered throughout the world, to come together to watch and
pray. If we keep the memorial of the Lord’s paschal solemnity in this way,
listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries, then we shall have the
sure hope of sharing his triumph over death and living with him in God.
Let us pray.
O God who through your Son bestowed upon the faithful the fire of your
glory, grant that by these paschal celebrations, we my be so inflamed with
heavenly desires, that with minds made pure we may attain festivities of
unending splendor. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.
The Easter Proclamation: the Exsultet
Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven,
exult, let Angel ministers of God exult,
let the trumpet of salvation sound aloud our mighty King's triumph!
Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her,

ablaze with light from her eternal King,
let all corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and darkness.
Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice,
arrayed with the lightning of his glory, let this holy building shake with joy,
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.

It is truly right and just, with ardent love of mind and heart
and with devoted service of our voice,
to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty Father,
and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only Begotten.
Who for our sake paid Adam's debt to the eternal Father,
and, pouring out his own dear Blood,
wiped clean the record of our ancient sinfulness.
These, then, are the feasts of Passover,
in which is slain the Lamb, the one true Lamb,
whose Blood anoints the doorposts of believers.
This is the night,
when once you led our forebears, Israel's children,
from slavery in Egypt
and made them pass dry-shod through the Red Sea.
This is the night
that with a pillar of fire
banished the darkness of sin.
This is the night
that even now, throughout the world,
sets Christian believers apart from worldly vices
and from the gloom of sin,
leading them to grace
and joining them to his holy ones.
This is the night,
when Christ broke the prison-bars of death
and rose victorious from the underworld.
Our birth would have been no gain,
had we not been redeemed.
O wonder of your humble care for us!
O love, O charity beyond all telling,
to ransom a slave you gave away your Son!

O truly necessary sin of Adam,
destroyed completely by the Death of Christ!
O happy fault
that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!
O truly blessed night,
worthy alone to know the time and hour
when Christ rose from the underworld!
This is the night
of which it is written:
The night shall be as bright as day,
dazzling is the night for me,
and full of gladness.
The sanctifying power of this night
dispels wickedness, washes faults away,
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners,
drives out hatred, fosters concord, and brings down the mighty.
On this, your night of grace, O holy Father,
accept the Paschal Candle, a solemn offering,
the work of bees and of your servants’ hands,
an evening sacrifice of praise,
this gift from your most holy Church.
But now we know the praises of that pillar,
which glowing fire ignites for God's honor,
a fire into many flames divided,
yet never dimmed by sharing of its light,
for it is fed by melting wax,
drawn out by mother bees
to build a torch so precious.
O truly blessed night,
when things of heaven are wed to those of earth,
and divine to the human.

Therefore, O Lord,
we pray you that the Paschal Candle,
hallowed to the honor of your name,
may persevere undimmed,
to overcome the darkness of this night.
Receive it as a pleasing fragrance,
and let it mingle with the lights of heaven.
May the flame be found still burning
by the Morning Star:
the one Morning Star who never sets,
Christ your Son,
who, coming back from death's domain,
has shed his peaceful light on humanity,
and lives and reigns for ever and ever.
R. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters, now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, let us
listen with quiet hearts to the word of God. Let us meditate on how God in
times past saved his people and in these, the last days, has sent us his Son as
our Redeemer. Let us pray that our God may complete this paschal work of
salvation by the fullness of redemption.
Nine readings are provided, seven from the Old Testament and two from the
New (Epistle and Gospel). The number of readings from the old Testament
may be reduced, however. At least three should be read from the Old Testament, both from the Law and from the Prophets, and their respective Responsorial Psalms. The reading of chapter 14 of Exodus with its canticle should
never be omitted.
For the scriptural readings go to: usccb.org or cut and paste:
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040321.cfm

Following the last reading from the Old Testament the Gloria is prayed.:
Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace to men of good will. We
praise You. We bless You. We adore you. We glorify You. We give You thanks
for Your great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty. O
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son. O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father: you Who take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. You
Who take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. You Who sit at the
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are holy. You alone
are the Lord. You alone, O Jesus Christ, are most high. Together with the Holy
Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Leader: Let us pray.
O God, who make this most sacred night radiant with the glory of the Lord’s
Resurrection, stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, so that, renewed in
body and mind, we may render you undivided service. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
New Testament Reading
R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Gives thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. Let the
house of Israel say,“ His mercy endures forever.”

R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
The right hand of the Lord has struck with power; the right hand of the Lord is
exulted; I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.
R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. By the
Lord has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes.
R. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel
The Renewal of Baptismal Promises
Brothers and sisters, through the Paschal Mystery we have been buried with
Christ in Baptism, so that we may walk with him in newness of life. And so,
now that our Lenten observance is concluded, let us renew the promises of
Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and his works and promised
to serve God in the holy Catholic Church. And so I ask you:
Do you renounce Satan?
And all his works?

R. I do

R. I do

And all his empty show?

R I do

Do you renounce sin, so as to live in the freedom of the children of God?
R. I do
Do you renounce the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery over you?
R. I do
Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin? R. I do
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?
R. I do
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is
seated at the right hand of the Father?
R. I do

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting? R. I do
And may almighty God , the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has given us
new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us forgiveness of our
sins, keep us by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, for eternal life. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; they kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
In the love of Christ, let us offer one a anther a sign of peace.
Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you
above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this
moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Benedictus
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and set them
free. He has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house of his servant
David. Through his holy prophets he promised of old that he would save us
from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us. He promised to show
mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. This was the oath he
swore to our father, Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of
our life. “You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High; for you
will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins”.
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to
guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, Amen.
Blessing:
May almighty God bless us and in his compassion, defend us from every
assault of sin.
R. Amen
And may he, who restores us to eternal life in the Resurrection of his Only
Begotten, endow us with the prize of immortality.
R. Amen
Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close, may we who
celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast come with Christ’s help, and
exulting in spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy.
R. Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, come down on us and remains with us forever.
R. Amen.
Let us go in peace. Alleluia, Alleluia
R. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

