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Dear Friends in Christ, 

We are in the process of closing out the financial books for the fiscal year and completing our report 
on our pastoral activities for the Archdiocese.  While the close of the fiscal year was June 30, there is 
always a lag time to collect and assemble all the data.  The full report will be published for the parish 
in the Annual Report in September.  As we gather the figures for this year, it is looking like a mixed 
bag.  This should not be a surprise to anyone.  On the pastoral side, all of our numbers are down.  
Marriages, Baptisms, Confirmations, converts, First Communions, funerals, persons assisted through 
social services, program/ministry participation, etc.; a total shut down will do that.  Currently, our 
Sunday Mass attendance is down by more than 80%! This is both heartbreaking and sad.  On the 
bright side of things and, there is a bright side with much good, even though we had to totally shut 
down for two months and many of our activities and ministries are still suspended, we have been able 
to continue to minister and serve our parishioners.  Babies are being baptized, couples are getting 
married, youth are being Confirmed, people are still converting to the Catholic faith, Confessions are 
being heard, the faith is being taught, Funeral Masses are being prayed, the sick are being anointed, 
shelter is being given to the homeless, the grieving are being consoled, the hungry are being fed, the 
Gospel is being preached, disciples are being made, Jesus is being adored, people are praying and the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass is being offered.  In other words, God’s grace continues to abound in our 
parish even during these most trying and uncertain times.   

On the financial side of things, we were showing signs of recovery and growth and then the pandemic 
hit.  We are very blessed and fortunate that we responded by taking immediate and decisive action.  A 
strategic response plan was developed, implemented and followed. The experience of Hurricane 
Harvey helped us in that we had a road map of what to do and how to do it.  By drastically and 
immediately cutting our expenses in a strategic fashion and with the generous financial support of our 
parishioners, we have (so far) avoided a financial meltdown and catastrophe.  We have been able to 
keep all of our full-time staff on payroll and keep current on all of our financial obligations.  It took 
some juggling and maneuvering but so far, we have been able to pay all our bills.  This is especially 
noteworthy as in the beginning like everyone else, we took a huge financial hit.  Here, I would be 
remiss if I did not thank our Finance Director, Belinda LeBouef, Business Manager, Pete Prados, our 
parish staff and our parish Finance Council - Bob Hodgson, Stuart Hendrix, Phil Rider, Randy Rainey 
and John Schell.  Their guidance, cooperation and hard work have served our parish exceedingly well.  
Most of all, I thank you for your continued prayers and support and God above all else for His grace 
and blessings.  That is the good news.   

Unfortunately, it is not all good news.  The number of contributors to the parish has deceased by 30% 
since the pandemic hit in March, the number of donors to DSF from the parish is down more than 50% 
and we are behind by nearly $200,000.  Because of the pandemic, we had to shut down our Children’s 
Youth Program (YCP), the nursery, and all Parish Life activities and we could not continue with our 
Summer Youth Camp.  This meant that our 91 part-time staff members and our 30 seasonal staff 
members had to be furloughed.  These were difficult but necessary decisions.  Moving forward, most 
of our programs and activities are still shut down and we have had to cancel the bazaar for this year.  
This will have a negative impact on our finances and budget for the current fiscal year (FY20-21).  We 
cannot become complacent as we are not out of the woods yet and none of us have any indication 
when this might end.  

In January, 2020, we were just beginning to see our numbers (attendance, participation, collections) 
approaching the pre-Harvey levels of August 2017.  We were not there, we were still down but there 
were positive signs of recovery and an upward trend was present.  Then, the coronavirus hit.  This 
crisis has been much longer in duration and more far reaching in its impact than Harvey.  All current 
indicators predict that it will take several years to recover from this crisis.  This presents us with a 
choice.  We can cry and lament all that is bad and how unfair this is; feel sorry for ourselves, say what 
a shame it is and give up.  That is one choice and it is easy to do.  The other choice is not so easy.  In 
fact, it is far more difficult.  We can choose to see this time of crisis as an opportunity to grow in faith,  
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In Pace Christi, 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
 

Saturday Vigil 
5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,  

11:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m. 

Spanish: 2:00 p.m.,  
7:00 p.m. 

 

Weekdays 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday & Thursday 

7:00 p.m. 
 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 

6:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
 

NOVENA &  
ROSARY 

Our Lady of 
 Perpetual Help 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 
 

Novena of the  
Sacred Heart  

1st Fridays following  
9:00 a.m. Mass 

 

 Divine Mercy Chaplet & 
Rosary after 9:00 a.m.  

daily Mass 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday 

10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

BAPTISMS 
Classes offered 

monthly. 
Please contact the  

Parish Office 
 

MARRIAGE 
Please contact the  

Parish Office at least 
eight months prior to 

desired date 
 

 ANOINTING OF THE  
SICK/COMMUNION  

TO THE SICK AND  
HOMEBOUND 

Please contact the  
Parish Office 

,_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday 

8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

This Sunday’s Reading Mass Intentions 

Monday, August 10, 2020  
  9:00 AM +Madelen Gill 
12:10 PM +Mr. David Lewis 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020  
  9:00 AM +Dean Wenske  
12:10 PM +Stella Krischke 
  7:00 PM +Miloslav Suchochleb 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020  
  9:00 AM    Katie Thorne 
12:10 PM +Tom Aubin 
Thursday, August 13, 2020  
  9:00 AM +Antonio Partidas 
12:10 PM +Jeanne Fairly 
  7:00 PM   Lily Sallese 
Friday, August 14, 2020  
  9:00 AM +Thomas Lockwood 
12:10 PM +Bob Lockwood 
Saturday, August 15, 2020  
  9:00 AM +Mary LeCompte 
  5:30 PM +Sr. Muriel Clarke 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 
  8:30 AM   S. Bockholt 
  9:30 AM   Missa Pro Populo 
11:00 AM +Dragica Skerl 
12:30 PM +Rev. Anselm  Walker 
  2:00 PM +Esperanza Villalpando 
  5:30 PM +Doris Stasney 
  7:00 PM +Jhon Edison Garcia 

Mass Readings 

Monday 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; Jn 12:24-26 
Tuesday Ez 2:8—3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;  
 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wednesday Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62; Mt 18:21—19:1 
Friday Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or Ez 16:59-63; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; 
 Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14;  
 1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28  
 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16;  
 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
Sunday Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rom 11:13-15, 29-32;  
 Mt 15:21-28 

Reading 1 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a 
Reading 2 Rom 9:1-5 
Gospel  MT 14:22-33  
After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a boat 
and precede him to the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds.  After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to 
pray.  When it was evening he was there alone.  Meanwhile the 
boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by the 
waves, for the wind was against it.  During the fourth watch of the 
night, he came toward them walking on the sea.  When the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea they were terrified.  “It is a ghost,” they 
said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take 
courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”  Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if 
it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  He said, 
“Come.”  Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water 
toward Jesus.  But when he saw how strong the wind was he be-
came frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!”  Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter, 
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  After 
they got into the boat, the wind died down.  Those who were in the 
boat did him homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God.”  

 

hope and love.   We can choose to use this time to take stock of our blessings, make plans for the 
future, and recommit ourselves to building up the Lord’s Kingdom in ourselves, our families and in 
this part of west Houston!  We can choose the path of negativity and complain how bad things are 
or we can choose to be positive, get to work and make good things happen.  We can choose to 
strengthen our faith in God, grow deeper in holiness, become more fervent, devoted Catholics and 
make Jesus a bigger part of our lives.  We can choose to live for ourselves or to live for Jesus.  It is a 
choice that each of us has to make.  Sitting around, doing nothing and wishing things were different 
is choosing to waste this opportunity.   

This may be the first pandemic that any of us have experienced but it is not the first pandemic or 
crisis that the Catholic Church has had to face.  Jesus promised that the gates of hell would never 
prevail against His Church and He meant it (Mt 16.18).  For 2000 years Jesus has kept His promise.  
Our dear Lord and loving Savior has guided and shepherded His Church through every trial and crisis 
and He is with us in this one.  The question is, are we with Him?  It is our choice.    

I used to believe that prayer 
changes things, but now I 
know that prayer changes 
us, and we change things.  
  Mother Teresa 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14?22
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/813569
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/813569
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/813569
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/813569
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 In Memory of 
 Jim Harris 

 

 Donated by: 
 Martha Harris 

 C C E  a n d  S a c r a m e n t  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  

i s  n o w  o p e n  

We invite you to register your student, 

PK-12th grade,  

for our weekly faith formation classes. 

Youth formation 

Sacrament forms available 

by appointment only 

C C E  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m s  

a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e :  

https://www.stjohnvianney.org/youth-formation/  

First Reconciliation/First Eucharist and RCIC:  

Email cmagsipok@stjohnvianney.org 
For Youth Confirmation:  

Email tcooper@stjohnvianney.org 

And the Two Shall Become One 
Let us Rejoice and Pray for these 

 soon-to-be married couples: 
 

Gabriella Bernardes and Benjamin Richardson 

Did You Know...You may request a Mass for any of 

the following special intentions: 
 

 For the living 
 For the deceased 
 In thanksgiving 
 For an anniversary 
 For a birthday 
 For healing 
 

For more details, please come to the parish front office. 

Mass intentions 

Check us out our virtual offerings! 
Email: TCooper@stjohnvianney.org 

Website: www.stjohnvianney.org/youngadults 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SJVYoungAdults  

Instagram: SJVYA  

Join us for a new virtual bible study hybrid as we explore man's relationship with God through The Book of 
Genesis. Flexibility is key to this program. Choose the time that works for your schedule. Small group size limits 

ensure you will not get lost in the group or talked over. Interactive handouts keep you engaged and encourage 
deep reflection. Bible study tailored to your ever-changing life.  
Email TCooper@StJohnVianney.org for more information. 

Virtual Small  Group 

Options: 

Tuesdays 5:45-6:45pm  

or 7-8pm 

Wednesday Noon-1pm 

Bible Study  

Starts  

August 25/26 
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Parish life 

P
A

C
K

 

LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE? 

 

Pack 598 invites boys in Grades K thru 5th to join CUB SCOUTS 
 

Cub Scouting is a family-oriented, parent volunteer run  
organization, focused on “Fun with a Purpose” 

 

 Develop character, leadership and communication skills  
 Learn Citizenship 
 Perform Community Service 
 Build & Race Pinewood Derby Cars 
 Go Hiking and Camping 
 

For sign-up information and questions:   

Contact Cubmaster Dean Dominy at deandominy@hotmail.com 

or Committee Chairman Frank Carvelli at fccarvelli @msn.com 

Chartered by St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
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Adult formation 

 

For information on the RCIA  

(Rite of  Christian Initiation) process contact:  

Yvonne Gill: ygill@stjohnvianney.org  

The RCIA process is an opportunity to learn about the faith and traditions of the Catho-

lic Church with no pressure or presumption that you will decide to come into Communion 

with the Catholic Church.   

Catholic? 

Thinking about it? 

Know someone who is? 

 

 
It is easy to access: 

1) go to Forrmed.org 
2) Enter parish code: eef590  
3) Create your personal account   

Enjoy the parish subscription to 

Formed.org where you can 

stream inspiring movies and Bible 

studies; read bestselling Catholic 

eBooks, and  listen to audio 

presentations from the Church’s 

most compelling speakers!  All 

available for virtually any 

device...anytime, anywhere! 
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 The Activated Disciple 

The August 28/29 presentation by Jeff Cavins 

has been postponed.  When restrictions to 

gather in large groups have been lifted a new 

date will be set and announced with the hope 

that current ticket holders will be able to 

attend.  If you are unable to attend you can, at 

that time, request a refund.  

Thank you for your understanding, flexibility, 

and resolve, to be an Activated Disciple! 

Adult formation 
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Social service Ministry 

For additional resources for seniors, as well as resources 

for individuals and families, visit SJV’s COVID-19 

Resources Page. We continually update this page as we 

learn of new and updated resources. 

CarePartners continues to monitor the rapidly 

changing developments regarding COVID-19. 

While not offering in-person Gathering Place 

programs, CarePartners is offering “Gathering at 

Your Place,” which takes place online via Zoom 

conference and includes activities for caregivers to 

do along with their loved ones while at home. 

These activities take place every Thursday from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. and include many of the fun and 

engaging activities of the in-person Gathering Place program. Please call the CarePartners office at 

713.682.5995 to receive information on how to join. 

Calling All Gathering Place Families!  

If you are the caregiver of a family member enrolled in one of the CarePartners programs and you are 
feeling overwhelmed, stressed and missing family and friends during this time of isolation, 
CarePartners invites you to join them for their Common Ground Teleconference support group and 
stay connected.  Common Ground Teleconferences are held on Zoom on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 
Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m.  Please contact the CarePartners office at 713.682.5995 to receive 
additional information on how to join. 

SAVE THE 

DATE! 

Saturday, September 12 

8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Additional details 

coming soon! 

https://www.stjohnvianney.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.stjohnvianney.org/covid-19-resources/
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Saint of the day - August 10 

Saint Lawrence’s Story 

The esteem in which the Church holds Lawrence is 
seen in the fact that today’s celebration ranks as a 
feast. We know very little about his life. He is one of 
those whose martyrdom made a deep and lasting 
impression on the early Church. Celebration of his 
feast day spread rapidly. 

He was a Roman deacon under Pope Saint Sixtus II. 
Four days after this pope was put to death, Lawrence 
and four clerics suffered martyrdom, probably during 
the persecution of the Emperor Valerian. 

Legendary details of Lawrence’s death were known to 
Damasus, Prudentius, Ambrose, and Augustine. The 
church built over his tomb became one of the seven 
principal churches in Rome and a favorite place for 
Roman pilgrimages. 

A well-known legend has persisted from earliest 
times. As deacon in Rome, Lawrence was charged 
with the responsibility for the material goods of the 
Church, and the distribution of alms to the poor. 
When Lawrence knew he would be arrested like the 
pope, he sought out the poor, widows, and orphans of 
Rome and gave them all the money he had on hand, 
selling even the sacred vessels of the altar to increase 
the sum. When the prefect of Rome heard of this, he 
imagined that the Christians must have considerable 
treasure. He sent for Lawrence and said, “You 

Christians say we are cruel to you, 
but that is not what I have in mind. I 
am told that your priests offer in 
gold, that the sacred blood is 
received in silver cups, that you have 
golden candlesticks at your evening 
services. Now, your doctrine says you 
must render to Caesar what is his. 
Bring these treasures—the emperor 
needs them to maintain his forces. 
God does not cause money to be 
counted: He brought none of it into 
the world with him—only words. 
Give me the money, therefore, and 
be rich in words.” 

Lawrence replied that the Church was indeed rich. “I 
will show you a valuable part. But give me time to set 
everything in order and make an inventory.” After 
three days he gathered a great number of blind, lame, 
maimed, leprous, orphaned, and widowed persons 
and put them in rows. When the prefect arrived, 
Lawrence simply said, “These are the treasure of the 
Church.” 

The prefect was so angry he told Lawrence that he 
would indeed have his wish to die—but it would be by 
inches. He had a great gridiron prepared with coals 
beneath it, and had Lawrence’s body placed on it. 
After the martyr had suffered the pain for a long time, 
the legend concludes, he made his famous cheerful 
remark, “It is well done. Turn me over!” 

Reflection 
Once again we have a saint about whom almost 
nothing is known, yet one who has received 
extraordinary honor in the Church since the fourth 
century. Almost nothing—yet the greatest fact of his 
life is certain: He died for Christ. We who are hungry 
for details about the lives of the saints are again 
reminded that their holiness was after all, a total 
response to Christ, expressed perfectly by a death like 
this. 
Saint Lawrence is the Patron Saint of: 
Cooks 
Poor 

Saint Lawrence 
 

(C.225-August 10, 258) 
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